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(5) Measures /or Promoting Cleanliness Outside the Homes. 
The epidemic of diarrhoea which attacks the infant population at 

the end of every summer is due to the infective properties of the dirt 
at that period of the year. I t  is therefore very necessary that 
scavenging should be efficient at this period. From the beginning 
of July to the end of September there ought to be no dry sweeping 
done in the crowded parts of the city. In every case the water-cart 
should precede the sweeping-brush or sweepers. In addition to this 
the streets in the crowded districts should be swilled two or three 
times a week. For this purpose it is very necessary that the streets 
in the worst localities should have a good impervious paving. In the 
new Corporation Bill there is a proposal which ought to enable the 
Corporation to insist upon common yards being kept in a cleaner 
state than they are at present. 

THE DIFFICULTIES OF RURAL HOUSING. 

T HE difficulty of obtaining decent cottages is well nigh insuperable. 
The Bradwell experiment is not a conspicuous success. The six 

cottages erected in 1904 at Bradwell, under the H. W. C. Act, cost 
£1,450, and the annual paymen~ are : -  

Repayment of Loan .. £81 2 9 
Rates and Repairs .. 14 13 0 

£95 15 9 

The rents amo~mt to £54 12s., leaving £41 3s. 9d. to be raised out of 
the local rates. As the assessable value is £3,619, the addition to the 
rate is 2~d. in the pound. This is too much for six cottages, and 
has deterred other parishes from following the example of Bradwell. 
Unless cottages can be built much more cheaply, or the burden be laid on 
a wider area, there are few districts which will not prefer to remain 
in their present unsatisfactory condition. Cottages are wanted in 
Little Totham, Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Latchingdon and other parishes, 
to replace old ones which are now barely habitable, and we have to 
make a choice of two evils, either to allow the old properties to be 
patched up and inhabited, or to close them and drive the inhabitants 
into the workhouse or into the towns. The former evil appears to 
me to be the tess, so the people remain.--From Dr. Thresh's Ann. 
Rep. /or Maldon, Essex. 


